THE DAY THE NEWS FINALLY
ARRIVED: UNDERSTANDING
JUNETEENTH

Bloom's Level: Understand

Standard:

NCSS.D2.HIS.9.6-8 — Historical Perspectives o Events
C3.D2 . His.3.6-8 — Hist@rical Evenis and #heir Impact

TEKS §113.20(b)}{5)(A), — Tmpact ofAbolitiort and Emancipation

STUDENT EDITIDN
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On June 19, 1865, Union General Gordon Granger artived in Galveston, Texas, and read aloud the order declaring all
enslaved people free.



\ Yt AN
QS
The Day the News Finet\,P‘ - & T B

Arrived: Understandin
Juneteenth

When Freedom Was Delayed
Imagine being told that you had been free fo

two and a half years — but no one had to

you. That is exactly what happe

%, 1865, Union General Gordon Granger
thousands of enslaved peo i ied in Galveston, Texas, and read aloud the

order declaring all enslaved people free.
Texas. On June 19, 1

arrived in Galv a \ ?1 enslaved people were free. For many, it \
was the

i ey ha news. But the Emancipation Proclamation
the @ d people in Confederate states free — had % ‘
is si ham Lincoln on January 1, 1863. That gap of m n 6?
iy A

e most important stories in American history.

as the Emancipation Proclamation?

The Emancipation Proclamation was an executive order issued by President Lincoln
during the Civil War. It declared that all enslaved people living in Confederate states
— states that had left the Union — were to be considered free. It is worth noting that
the proclamation did not apply to border states that remained in the Union or to

rebel aze Iready under Union control. Still, it was a powerful and historicanoment.
roc ion is only as effective as its enforcement. In sta
i \Y e or no presence, slaveholders simply continu if n
e

io
ha@e law existed on paper, but it had not yet re it (asoI
(@ #® protect. ®
6%‘8){&5 was one of those places. It was the we fe t
-

\C

e, far from
most of the major battles of the Civil 0 P t arrived in large
numbers to enforce the new order. V; itéd infrastructure made it

even harder for news and authority to 2

'\
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t, enslaved people in Texas
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ou &ey had been free for over

June 19, 1865: The Day the &Arrived

On June 19, 1865, Union General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas, with

continued to be held in bondage — e

two years.

approximately 2,000 soldiers. He read aloud General Order No. 3, which announced
that all enslaved people were free and that their former enslavers no longer had
authority over them. For the people who heard those words, it was a life-changing

moment — one that had been unjustly wi for far too long.

Reactions varied widely. Some

utlt ;
e
\>

tely, weeping with joy and

re of what freedom would

money, no land, and no legal

N\

embracing one another.

actually mean for theis d

protections wai s d arrived, but the road ahead was still
' di

The @@l & d for several reasons. First, communication in the 1860 1
T W%lo phones, no internet, and no radio. News traveled by mes e:,}
&en or word of mouth. Second, and more importantly, many sla&ers in
Texas deliberately withheld the information. Telling enslaved people they were free
meant losing the unpaid labor that their entire economy depended on. Some
historians describe this as an intentional suppression of information — a choice made
to maintain power at the expense of human freedom. Together, these factors created

condii which an entire population could be kept in bondage long afte

AW

00‘“
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ch services,

@rﬁ:eﬂy enslaved people of Texas did not forge 4K
slebrating it the very next year, in 1866. Ga in

communal meals, and barbecues — traditio munity and
preserve the memory of that day. Theé @ d uneteenth" — a
combination of "June" and "nineteenth! vaﬁh

across the country as Black Americans Q

C
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es, the celebration spread

er states and carried the
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tradition with them. What began as ag co ?gn gradually grew into a
8.

nationwide expression of resilience an

For more than 150 years, Juneteentf'wa ebrated in communities across America,
though it was not widely recognized BY the federal government. That changed on
June 17, 2021, when President Joe Biden signed the Juneteenth National

Independence Day Act, making it an official federal holiday.

Why This Story Still Matters

The story of Juneteenth teaches us s

: there is often a gap
between when a law is passed es people's lives. Laws
require enforcement, co Q 1 to become reality. This gap

al nderstanding it helps us think more

se experiences get included in the history ‘
and 66

shows up throughou ca

i A
ige, 0 .\
we lea ‘

] t n 'Lﬁ&bration. It is a reminder that freedom delay
fredgdom de —gind that the full story of American history includes voi

experie t took far too long to be heard.

carefully abou
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THE DAY THE NEWS FINALLY ARRIVED: UNDERS

LESSON OBJECTIVE

In this lesson, you will explore why enslaved people in
Texas did not learn about their freedom until more than
two years after the Emancipation Proclamation was
issued. You will examine how different groups —
including enslaved people, slaveholders, and@nion

surrounding Juneteenth in diffe

Juneteenth celebrations have
brought communities together
since 1866, featuring traditions like
communal meals, music, and

will be able to explain ho

passed and a law being enfor S
remembrance.

%aistorical Perspectives on Events; C3.D2.His.3

pact; TEKS §113.20(b)(5)(A) — Impact of

N\
i

o

Goal: Students will demonstrate understanding by explaining h@“elayed
enforcement of the Emancipation Proclamation affected different groups of people and

why multiple perspectives are essential to telling the full story of Juneteenth.

Explanation: The 'understand' level of Bloom's Taxonomy asks students to make

meaning from information — not just recall facts, but explain ideas in their own words

them to broader concepts. This lesson asks students to interpret wh

al ever (emancipation) was experienced so differently dependi '
2

ed, and what power you held.

e
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THE DAY THE NEWS FINALLY ARRIVED: UNDERS

Read each question caref

response Ll.h'il'il_':'] evidence fron

1. The Emancipation Proclamation was issued on January 1, 1863, but enslaved people
in Texas did not learn they were free until 9, 1865. Explain two reasons why this
delay happened.
Think about: Think about the cha fc u in the 1860s and the choices that
slaveholders made. What S h tell §lou a®@tt why the law did not reach everyone it
was meant to proteéq

G
299
>

Ao

Lhen Union soldiers arrived in Galveston on June 19, 1865, people reL in

different ways. Describe at least two different reactions and explain why people might
have responded differently to the same announcement.

Think about: Think about what freedom meant in that moment and what challenges people still

faced even after hearing the news. Why might the same event feel different to different peoile?
\ \C ® \ \C *
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3. The article states that 'freedom del

about Juneteenth, explain what this phra
today. ‘ mﬁ
e

Think about: Think about the gap betw@r
when it was actually enforced. What does this gap tell us about the difference between a law

‘6?,\"

nied.' Using what you read

s
hy it is still an important idea

n the Emancipation Proclamation was issued and

existing on paper and a law actually changing people's lives?

\ ®
g
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THE DAY THE NEWS FINALLY ARRIVED: UNDERS

D

%
ERIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS (DBQ)

PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSI B

o>

General Order No. 3, Issued at Galv Texas [Military Order]

The people of Texas are informed h a proclamation from the

Executive of the United State v e involves an absolute equality
of personal rights and ri f y b@ rmer masters and slaves, and
the connection herﬂe‘\n egntiiem becomes that between employer
and hired la e i8ed to remain quietly at their present homes
and w e e Wmed that they will not be allowed to collect

a ill not be supported in idleness either there
oPPMajor General Granger.

neral ranger, Union Army, Galveston, Texas, June 19, 1865
ote or issued this document, and what was their role? How mi w
er's position as a Union military officer affect what he chose to incl or not

include — in this order? [Sourcing]
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!t made this order

roclamation and the Civil War

ol

2. What was happening in the United

in
necessary? Use what you know about th

to explain why this announcement was % e more than two years after Lincoln's
proclamation. [Context]

3. The order tells freedmen tg " ih q a &em homes and work for

wages." What does this in st abou Union officials viewed the newly

E@M@ ly respectful of their new freedom?

is

freed people? Do y.
Explain your th€ R@

N\

4. The article states that formerly enslaved people reacted to the news in different ways
— some celebrated joyfully while others were cautious and uncertain. Does General
Order No. 3 help explain why some people may have felt uncertain about what freedom

would actually mean for them? Use details from both the source and the article to
su@amwen [Corroboration] ®
\ \C * Q\ \Ct

3

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 9



THE DAY THE NEWS FINALLY ARRIVED: UNDERS

TIMELINE CONSTRUCTION

imbering them 1 through 5. Then,

ences using what you have learned.

A. President Joe Biden signs the Juneteenth National Independence Day Act, making

Juneteenth an official federal holiday.
I Date / Period: g $
\ \‘ , ®

it ates government to officially recognize Juneteent
ars after the event it commemorates?

AR
¥

B. Formerly enslaved people in Texas hold the first Juneteenth celebration, gathering
for church services, communal meals, and barbecues.

I Date / Period:

dg y enslaved people choose to celebrate and co
c:hg arly gatherings help preserve?
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C. President Abraham Lincoln issues t an Lgl
enslaved people in Confederate states to'0e fese.

| Date / Period: C»‘

| Significance:

Why was the Emancipation Proclamation a historic moment, and why was it not enough on its

own to end slavery everywhere it applied? l
’
do n%\;s in Galveston, Texas, with approximately
n % rder No. 3, announcing freedom for all enslav$

AN\ &
o> B

Why did the arrival of Union soldiers in Galveston matter so much, and how did people react

D. Union Gene
2,000 s

I

p
| o

when they heard the announcement?

\ §3\°‘“
W

S

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 11



o el
~

E. Southern states, including Texas, s ro g , triggering the Civil War.
| Date / Period: P

| Significance:

Why is understanding the secession of Confederate states important for making sense of why
the Emancipation Proclamation applied only to certain states?

e
o
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THE DAY THE NEWS FINALLY ARRIVED: UNDERS Ju E%E I CIVIC ACTION SCENARIO

n, Texas. Union soldiers have just
eople that they are free. A

local city council is now m formerly enslaved people

ti
transition into their ne v S
provide land, e ,@nd
government res ]
ad

eality — not just a legal declaration.

e council members want to
tecons right away. Others argue that the
ovide additional support beyond the

OI%EWIHIG, formerly enslaved people are asking fo

who were separated from them, access to s

er slaveholders who refuse to accept the new order.
e what actions, if any, the local government should take

Stakeholders: Formerly enslaved people in Galveston seeking rights and resources | Union
soldiers responsible for enforcing the new order | Former slaveholders resisting the change in

law | Local city council members deciding government policy

anging

\

sﬂ‘c

S
ou

*

1. Why is¥here a difference between a law being passed and that law actually
1 ? U%story of the Emancipation Proclamation and Junete
é O %

\C
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2. Consider the perspectives of two di

st in this scenario. How might a
l& understand the government's

formerly enslaved person and a former s
announcement of freedom differently?

C

t en it passes a law that affects
Cl il take to make sure freedom is

\»9?’\0

3. What responsibilities do you thi
people's basic rights? What acti u
more than just words on ple\

®

3\
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P ?av
: REFLECTION QUESTIONS

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

\ ' X3
pS°

Answer each question in complete sente 1sing evidence from the article to support your thinking.

1. Why did enslaved people in Texas not learn about the Emancipation Proclamation

until more than two years after it was issued? Explain at least two reasons.

ticle desiiribes — one related to technology

_?‘9?‘

Think about: Think about the two main caus
and one related to human choices.

%

2, artic at reactions to the news of freedom 'varied widely.' Why@ight 6
diffegent have responded differently to hearing General Order No. 3 rgad
1" Ga on? ‘ ‘

Think about: Consider what freedom meant in that moment and what challenges people still
faced even after the announcement.

N\
Q-
"

3
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CLOSE READING PASSAGE p

Read the passage carefully. Then answer the five questions that follow. Use evidence from the passage

to support your answers.

June 19, 1865: The Day the News Arrive
On June 19, 1865, Union General Gordo er arrived in Galveston, Texas, with
approximately 2,000 soldiers. He e er No. 3, which announced
d th
h@ar

that all enslaved people we r enslavers no longer had

authority over them. Fo 0 se words, it was a life-changing
withheld for far too long. Reactions varied \
tely, weeping with joy and embracing one

opde c t
anoth r cau?, nsure of what freedom would actually mean fo
i?$ money, no land, and no legal protections wai $ ‘
Fr rrived, but the road ahead was still uncertain and : 6?
d r several reasons. Communication in the 1860s was slo e 6
el essenger, newspaper, or word of mouth. More importantly, many V&
@&) ders in Texas deliberately withheld the information. Telling ensfave ople

y were free meant losing the unpaid labor that their entire economy ended

moment — one t
widely. Some

e
on.
1. According to the passage, what did General Gordon Granger do when he arrived in
Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865? [Comprehension]

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 17



‘6?,\"

2. The passage states that many form aced difficult circumstances

even after freedom was announced. Wha nges does the passage mention?

[Comprehension]

3. The passage describes two very

announcement of freedom. Wha
rather than immediaq [

i ng people who heard the
some people were cautious

N\

»En the passage, why did many slaveholders in Texas choose to M
S

of"ffie Emancipation Proclamation from enslaved people? What does this est about

their priorities? [Inference]

\ O
Q&
<

S

\@3\0‘“
X
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MULTIPLE CHOICE 1\ p

Read each question carefully and choose the best answer from the four choices provided.

1. What was the Emancipation Proclamation?

A law passed by Congress that ended slaery in all states
An executive order by Presidentdgi larin slaved people in Confederate
states free @ ¢
(S

A treaty signed bet e Unig an erate states to end the Civil War

A speech gi ra c‘@f’nger in Galveston, Texas
e exas not learn about their freedom until June
e $ roclamation did not apply to Texas

ready surrendered before the proclamation was issued

2. W
e
Qv communication and slaveholders deliberately withholding the evEn

ayed the news

President Lincoln chose to announce freedom in Texas last

3. How did formerly enslaved people in Texas first react when they heard the news of
their free on June 19, 1865?
ei iately left Texas to move to northern states
ti led — some celebrated joyfully while others were ibus ut 0
\ at ftee would mean \ ‘ ;
\ st people refused to believe the announcem .

6% All formerly enslaved people received la ey fro }on Army
' 6“
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4. Which of the following best explain the Eg ion Proclamation was not
immediately effective in Texas? P

Texas had signed a separate pe ment with the Union

The proclamation only applied t0"States east of the Mississippi River
Union troops had little presence in Texas to enforce the order

Texas slaveholders had already agreed to free enslaved people voluntarily

5. What does the word "Juneteenth" refer

“. A combination of the words tewarking the date freedom
was announced in Texas o

The name of thggUni@h g&er e in Galveston
< \ can language .

thea the holiday official in 2021

en di %gnslaved people in Texas first begin celebrating Junet

/ ‘ 18%9 same year the Emancipation Proclamation was issued

6. h?

65, on the same day General Granger read the order
1866, the year after the announcement of freedom

. 2021, when it became a federal holiday

img to the article, why did some slaveholders in Texas deliberately withh
mancipation Proclamation?
received official documents from the federal

00‘“

Tk@ ed to maintain their unpaid labor force as longgs
cmey were waiting for the Confederate governm m r@
. They believed the proclamation was unco?tem @challenge it

¢

»"‘96
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8. What important lesson does the sto n g about laws and freedom?

Laws are always enforced immediately y are written

Freedom is only meaningful wle elebrated publicly

There is often a gap between when a law is passed and when it actually changes
people's lives

The federal government always ensures that new laws reach every citizen quickly

9. How did Juneteenth eventually spread Texas to become a nationwide

celebration?

The federal governmenggre irve it starting in 1866
Black Americang.ca ‘\& them as they moved to other states

0S c* n publishing stories about it every year ~

a national holiday before his death % ‘

Newspap

10!

ie
g@gth become an official federal holiday in the United &?
‘ 189&7(3 year freedom was announced in Galveston

B 66, one hundred years after the first Juneteenth celebration
2000, at the start of the new millennium

. 2021, when President Biden signed the Juneteenth National Independence Day

W W
N\ \ 2k
% %

3
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TRUE / FALSE

. @\"
;ég(»e

Read each statement carefully. Write statement is true or F if the statement is false based on

what you have learned about Juneteenth and the Emancipation Proclamation.

1. The Emancipation Proclamation was issued by President Abraham Lincoln on January

une 19, 1865, to announce that all

enslaved people

1, 1863.
O True O False $
2. Union soldiers arrived .G xa i
\>*

O True 6%
e magci rElamation applied to all enslaved people in every
inclughi 0 tes that remained in the Union.
CV O False

4. Enslaved people in Texas were informed about the Emancipation Proclamation

3

shortly after it was issued in 1863.

O True QO False

5. On n the news of freedom was delayed in Texas was that some slave e
it e information from enslaved people. $
\ ¥ ¢©
‘ : ﬂ (%
lv 1\ s, to

\Qleral Gordon Granger read General Order No
*nnounce the freedom of enslaved people. 6@

ki O True  © False
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news of freedom in exactly

re
JP
O True QO False C»

8. The word "Juneteenth" is a combination of the words "June" and "nineteenth."

7. All formerly enslaved people in Gal
the same way, celebrating immediately

O True O False

9. Formerly enslaved people in Texas began cé@lebrating Juneteenth as early as 1866,
just one year after the news of freedo

O True QO False o&
10. Juneteenth bec n \f a h&z in the United States when President
Joe Biden sign un tw ndependence Day Act in 2021.

®

3\

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 24



Ol

THE DAY THE NEWS FINALLY ARRIVED: UNDERS VOCABULARY

VOCABULARY

definiti

rounding e

terms in the less

Emancipation Proclamation

An executive order issued by Presiden

incolm@n January 1, 1863, that
declared all enslaved people in e ta .
Explain in your own words; \ C

ol
E

9 X ‘
Rel ederate States of America, the group of Southern states 17 lﬁ%

g
Uniam be and during the Civil War.
@»n your own words: ‘ »

the U

ited States government and the Northern states that
Y.

words:
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enforcement

Nl
®
?‘?(»
& out and followed by people.

The act of making sure a law or order is d¢tu

Explain in your own words: : \

bondage
The condition of being enslaved and forcedto Werk without freedom or pay.

Explain in your own words:

\‘\6 ‘co“\

QC

r @
by Union General Gordon Granger in Galv
clared all enslaved people in Texas were free.
words:

suppression
The deliberate act of preventing information or news from being shared or known by

W2 !
&?‘\C }‘e*‘c
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X
d an important event from the
WV

commemoration
A ceremony or celebration held to honor
past.

Explain in your own words:

resilience

The ability to recover from hardship ang ki g desgite difficult or unfair
circumstances.

Explain in your own words: \ co

X |
¢ hg;c,e

aewance recognized by the United States government, o
ent offices and businesses are closed.

f h
An ial.d

your own words:

\ O
Q&
<

S

\€§3\°‘“
X
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EXIT TICKET 1\ p

Answer both questions in 1-2 sentences each using what you learned from today's lesson.

1. Why did enslaved people in Texas not learn about their freedom until June 19, 1865,

even though the Emancipation Proclamation ws issued in January 18637?
}" o

n ro 0 person?

\
2. How did fo as respond to the news of their freedom, an

\w C
&\
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On June 19, 1865, Union General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas, and read aloud the
order declaring all enslaved people free.
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Juneteenth celebrations have brought communities together since 1866, featuring traditions like
communal meals, music, and remembrance.
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Ba The Day the News Finally

tLs o s

ng Juneteenth

ACROSS ‘( » OWN

5. Relating to the States of America, the group 1. An executive order issued by President Abraham Lincoln on
Southern states that left the Union before and during the January 1, 1863, that declared all enslaved people in
Civil War. Confederate states to be free.

8. The ability to recover from hardship and keep going 2. The condition of being enslaved and forced to work without
despite difficult or unfair circumstances. freedom or pay.

3. A ceremony or celebration held to honor and remember an
important event from the past.

e name for the United States government and the
0 s that remained loyal to it during the Civil

cial day of observance recognized by the United States
overnment, on which many government offices and

‘ * businesses are closed. \
\ 7. The official announcement read by Union General Gord
% Granger in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865, th la
6 all enslaved people in Texas were free.
9. The deliberate act of preventing infor ‘
being shared or known by others. 6

10. The act of making sure a law or order i ally ca
and followed by people.
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vEEfal Order No. 3
suppression

FIND THESE WORDS

commemoration
resilience

federal holiday
enforcement

Emancipation Proclamation

Confederate

Union

bondage



