V-E Day: How World War II Ended
in Europe

Bloom's Level: Understand

Standard:

NCSS.II.1 — Analyze Historical Events

C3.D2.His.13.9-12 — Analyze Histerical Events

TEKS §113.41(c)(7MF) — Analyze major issues of World War II

On May 8, 1945, people across Europe and North America flooded the sireels to celebrate the end of World War II in
Europe, known as V-E Day.
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V-E DAY: HOW WORLD WAR II ENDED IN EUROPE ARTICLE

V-E Day: How World Wt"
Ended in Europe

When the Guns Finally Went Silent

Imagine living through nearly six years of
constant fear — air raid sirens, food
shortages, and the daily news of loved o
lost in battle. Then, on May 8, 1948t

radio crackles with an anno
changes everything:

over. Crowds p

Paris, Ne

y — one of the most significant moments o

.\ﬁ' 8%1945, people across Europe and North
ri€a flooded the streets to celebrate the end of
World War II in Europe, known as V-E Day.

g and Cheermg at the same time. This was

dld the world arrive at that moment, and wh

or_th To truly understand V-E Day, we need to examine the

99(‘

zi Germany, the horrifying discoveries Allied soldiers made

the difficult decisions world leaders made about what would dém

The Collapse of the Third Reich

By early 1945, Nazi Germany was crumbling from multiple directions. The Nazis

were members of Adolf Hitler's political party, which had seized control of Germany

ars later, that empire was being squeezed f

rosse]!\
at %ker beneath Berlin
and continued issuing orders to armi ly more On April 30,
1945, with Soviet troops just blocks a Hitl y suicide. Within days,

al surrender documents — first on

r hadhunched his regime in 1933 with promises of a "th

‘A an, British, and Canadian forces had c
l@:]@g rance. In the east, the Soviet Red Army w

, the German capital.

y a
ly tgward

Hitler refused to surrender. He retre

German military commanders 51gned u
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May 7 in Reims, France, and then ag M ? in to satisfy Soviet demands.
May 8 became the official date the wor mber as V-E Day.
It is important to understand what '@ 1onal surrender" meant. Germany did
i 1 power. The Allies — the United States,

Great Britain, France, and the Soviet Union — took complete control of Germany.

not negotiate terms or keep any pol

This was a deliberate choice, designed to prevent the kind of resentment that had
followed World War I and helped fuel the rise of Hitler in the first place.

The Liberation of the Concentr

As Allied forces advanced thro

something that shocked a

death camps. These © 1&[‘1

the systematic; sp edeMu f approximately six million Jewish people, \
i i th ﬁng Roma, people with disabilities, politica

Pri duals. Places like Buchenwald, Bergen-Bel ‘

D re Il scale of this horror to the world. 6?

America alist Edward R. Murrow broadcast a radio report from Buchen %
n& 945, describing what he saw in devastating detail. He ended¢ t by
saying, "I pray you to believe what I have said about Buchenwald. I reported what I

saw and heard, but only part of it. For most of it, I have no words." Primary sources

territories, they discovered
rs: the Nazi concentration and

regime carried out the Holocaust —

like Murrow's broadcast help us understand not just what happened, but how people

at the time struggled to make sense of it.

n of the camps became a defining moral justification for the Alli se.
ur uestions: How had this been allowed to happen?
questions would be addressed at the Nuremhe ials, 1"80“
\ lealer re prosecuted for war crimes and crimes agdiiis ity — C
a@a‘k moment in international law. \C @

ei ifalta, Potsdam, and the Seeds of
N

Even before V-E Day, Allied leaders
would look like. In February 1945, U.S?

Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and Sovi

at postwar Europe
in D. Roosevelt, British

r Joseph Stalin gathered at Yalta,
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a resort city on the Black Sea. They a

hold free elections in liberated countne a

any mto occupation zones,
the United Nations.

However, the agreements made at fraglle The core problem was a clash
of political systems. The United Stat nd Great Britain were democracies, where
citizens elect their leaders and individual rights are protected by law. The Soviet
Union was a communist state, where the government controlled the economy and

political opposition was suppressed. Stalin had very different ideas about "free

elections" than Roosevelt and Churchill did. Soviet forces occupied Eastern
Europe, they installed communist gov loyal t oscow rather than allowing
democratic elections. g &

and the communist Soviet Union

became known
but through po

weapon at Potsdam, Germany, in July and August 19

\

s on tt not fought with armies on a battlefield,

age, and the constant threat of nuclear

y then, Roosevelt had died and was replace
ch harder line against Stalin. The decisions made

— about borders, governments, and spheres of 1nﬂuence — s

al map of Europe for the next 45 years.

Summary: One Ending, Many Beginnings
V-E Day was a moment of genuine relief and celebration, but it was also a turning

point that opened new chapters of history. It is worth noting that the war itself did

ay 8 — fighting continued in the Pacific until Japan surrendered in
an eVNt known as V-] Day. Together, these two moments ma

B LL

zi Germany ended one of the most destructi
Gexposed the horrors of the Holocaust to the 0 10 Sto
ront questions about justice, responsibility, an % same time,
the postwar settlement planted the seeds o ' rope and

~ setting the stage for decades of glob?
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When we analyze primary sources fro D wspaper headlines, the

radio broadcasts, the photographs of ¢ i 6 ds — we are not just looking at
a single day. We are interpreting a t n the world tried to understand what
it had just survived, and what kind re it wanted to build. What do you think

those celebrating crowds understood about the challenges that still lay ahead?

®

3\
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V-E DAY: HOW WORLD WAR II ENDED IN EUROPE LESSON OBJECTIVE

Lesson Objective C»i

In this lesson, you will explore how and why World War II

ended in Europe, examining the collapse of Nazi
Germany, the liberation of the concentration camps, and

the postwar agreements that shaped the modérn world.

You will use primary sources and histori

explain the causes, events, and ¢
By the end of the lesson, yougsh c
in your own words what Kb
military turning t %‘

the future of postwar Europe —
= Qof new glob al decisions that would shape the next \
half century of world history.
challenges.
ge Historical Events; C3.D2.His.13.9-12 — A % ‘
113.41(c)(7)(F) — Analyze major issues of World E 6

Allied leaders met at conferences
like Yalta and Potsdam to negotiate

a

Blo SF nderstand
@» oal: Students will demonstrate understanding by explaining tr@ , key
events, and consequences of V-E Day and the end of World War II in Europ their own

words.

Explanation: The Understand level of Bloom's Taxonomy asks students to go beyond
memorizing facts and instead interpret and explain what historical events mean. In this

lesson, stu@lents will make sense of complex events — like the fall of Nazi Germanyghhe

d the origins of the Cold War — by connecting them to each othe

£1d War I1. \ CO@
g
¢
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V-E DAY: HOW WORLD WAR II ENDED IN EUROPE PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS (DBQ)

Primary Source Analysis (DBQ)

Read the primary source excerpt below carefully. Then answer all four questions
that follow. For each question, use specific evidence from the source and your

knowledge of World War II to support your response.

Radio Broadcast from Buche @ra$amp [Radio Broadcast
Transcript] Q
e bo
I r t

I pray you to believe wh Buchenwald. I have reported what I saw
and heard, but f@t, I have no words. Dead men are
plentiful in w more than twenty thousand of them in a

ound about was pleasing to the eye, and the
e? well dressed. American soldiers who saw it
of them said to me, 'I never knew it would be like thi

rd
orld knew. And yet somehow we did not know. I have rep

@but only part of it. This is not a place for the living. I pray yo t%ei%
it.

— Edward R. Murrow, CBS News Radio Broadcast from Buchenwald, Germany, April 15, 1945

1. Who created this source, and what was his purpose in broadcasting this report? How
might his role as a journalist influence what he chose to include or emphasize in his

descripti()!of Buchenwald? [Sourcing] !
\ \‘ , ®

3
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2. What was happening in Europe in A'

. ?,\"'
p®

oadcast was made? How

does knowing that Allied forces were ad ciﬁv any and liberating

concentration camps help you better u v hy Murrow's report was so significant
at that moment? [Context] C

3. Murrow says, 'We knew. ehow we did not know.' What

do you think he means by it suggest about how people at the

time understood — e Holocaust while it was happening?

N\

[Close Reading

4. How does Murrow's broadcast connect to what you have learned about the
Nuremberg Trials and the Allied response to the Holocaust after V-E Day? What
questions did discoveries like Buchenwald force world leaders and ordinary citizens to

\ \C < \‘\%‘(’0
N X2

S
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V-E DAY: HOW WORLD WAR II ENDED IN EUROPE TIMELINE CONSTRUCTION

Timeline Construction C»F

Place the five events below in correct chronological order by writing the letter IDs
from earliest to latest. Then, for each event, respond to the significance prompt in
one or two sentences using evidence or reasoning from what you have learned.

e alta to negotiate the postwar
nations.

A. Allied leaders Roosevelt, Churchi
division of Germany and the fut ibe

| Date / eriod: \‘ 2
§ _gg,ﬁa.@

feFence an important turning point, and what tensions did

wers?

\w C
.9\
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, and May 8 is declared

B. Nazi Germany signs unconditional
Victory in Europe Day (V-E Day), ending ‘ﬁ pe.

I Date / Period: C»

| Significance:

Why did the Allies insist on unconditional surrender rather than a negotiated peace, and what

did V-E Day mean for people around the world?

\2 ,c,o"\

\r;ﬁ broadcasts a radio report from the liberated l

C. American jo d$
Buchen is ;®lescribing the horrors of the Holocaust to the “ ‘

|Eghomnce: O\

Why was Murrow's broadcast significant as a primary source, and how did the liberation of the

camps affect the Allied cause?

\ O
Q&
<

S
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Gl Gl
. hin as Soviet forces

D. Adolf Hitler dies by suicide in his u ou

close in on the German capital.

I Date / Period: C»i

| Significance:

How did Hitler's death affect Germany's ability to continue fighting, and what did it signal about

the fate of the Nazi regime? l

! ,® \
E. Allied leade Pc%\ nference, where growing disagreements
betwe9'$ n& the divisions that will define the Cold War. $ ‘

© A
@M"‘ (,\y‘

How did the Potsdam Conference differ from Yalta, and why did its outcomes matter for the next

several decades of world history?

\ §é°‘“
W

S
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V-E DAY: HOW WORLD WAR II ENDED IN EUROPE CLOSE READING PASSAGE

Close Reading Passage C»i

-

Read the following passage carefully. Then answer the five questions below, using

evidence from the text to support your responses.

The Liberation of the Concentration
As Allied forces advanced throu 0 territories, they

discovered something that gho ve ed soldiers: the Nazi

concentration and deat ; welle siteS where the Nazi regime carried out

the Holocaust — a -spofhisored murder of approximately six \

1ons of others including Roma, people with
\5@ ward R. Murrow broadcast a radio report from Bu

million Jewis

revealed the full scale of this horror to the

nd LGBTQ+ individuals. Places like Buchenwa$ ‘
al 6 E
; , describing what he saw in devastating detail. He ended r 16
ayil,*1 pray you to believe what I have said about Buchenwald. I re a@ﬁ

saw and heard, but only part of it. For most of it, I have no word

iberation of the camps became a defining moral justification for the Allied cause. It
also raised urgent questions: How had this been allowed to happen? Who was
responsible? These questions would be addressed at the Nuremberg Trials, where
Nazi leaders were prosecuted for war crimes and crimes against humanity — a

moment in international law.
ssage, who were the victims of the Holocaust? Identifig a
in the text. [Comprehension] o
\ \‘ ’$

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 12



o el
N\ >
2. What were the Nuremberg Trials, a y d t$ age describe them as a
"landmark moment in international law"? cﬁ on]

3. Edward R. Murrow says, "For most of iighh h@e no words." What does this statement
suggest about what he witnessed at evel tBQugh he does not describe it
directly? [Inference] o

d\ \C‘
4. The ppstates that the liberation of the camps "became a defining moral
jg n for the Allied cause." What can you infer about how the discogery
c

s changed the way people understood the purpose of World War II? erence]

\ 2‘3\0‘“
W

S

9"?‘

e

Oy
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V-E DAY: HOW WORLD WAR II ENDED IN EUROPE REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Reflection Questions C»i

Answer each question in complete sentences, using evidence from the article to
support your thinking.

1. Why did the Allies insist on Germany's itional surrender rather than allowing

ar@
er V@ how that outcome contributed to

Think about: Consider what h
the rise of Hitler and the \

e \C'
1 H*the liberation of the Nazi concentration camps change the we‘ th» 1d
u

rstood the purpose and meaning of the Allied victory in Europe?

Germany to negotiate terms at the

o

Think about: Think about what Allied soldiers discovered and how primary sources like Edward
R. Murrow's broadcast helped people make sense of the Holocaust.

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 15
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3. In what ways did the agreements m Ya dam plant the seeds of the
Cold War, even as World War II was comifif tesan 7

Think about: Consider the fundamental

how the Soviet Union's actions in East

s between democracy and communism, and
ope conflicted with what the Allies had agreed
upon.

\ ®
g
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V-E DAY: HOW WORLD WAR II ENDED IN EUROPE COMPARE & CONTRAST

Compare & Contrast C»i

-

Compare and contrast the Yalta Conference and the Potsdam Conference using the
three dimensions below. For each dimension, write 2-3 sentences explaining how
the two conferences are similar or different. Use evidence from the article to
support your responses.

Comparing: Yalta Conf; e i
August 1945) q

@ SOtsdam Conference (July-

1. Lead a icip

FJ esenting the Allied powers at each conference, an
en the two meetings?

2. Goals and Agreements
Wh ef@the main goals or agreements reached at each conference regarding post
; hoWose goals compare to each other? E $

C g \ \C .

© 2026 Bohmi | For your classroom use only. Page 17






V-E DAY: HOW WORLD WAR II ENDED IN EUROPE APPLICATION QUESTIONS

Application Questions C»F

Read each question carefully, think about what you learned in the article, and write

a complete response using evidence and your own words.

1. Why did the Allies demand an uncondi alSurrender from Germany rather than
allowing Germany to negotiate ter fr; orld War I influenced this
decision? 0

Think about: Consider whal ah(@e purpose of unconditional surrender and

how the aftermatE ar iButed 0 Hitler's rise to power.

2."How did the liberation of the Nazi concentration camps change the way*people
understood the purpose and meaning of World War I1? Use evidence from the article to
support your answer.

Think about: Think about what Allied soldiers discovered in the camps, how journalists like

Edward B4 Murrow reported on it, and what the article says about the moral justification fg# the
Alli aliSe.
\ \C A4 \ \C 2
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e \ kA
35

3. Explain how the agreements made am conferences contributed
to the beginning of the Cold War. What

Allied powers?

rce of tension between the

Think about: Consider the differences &en democracy and communism described in the
article, and think about what happened in Eastern Europe after Soviet forces moved in.

\ ®
g
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V-E DAY: HOW WORLD WAR II ENDED IN EUROPE MULTIPLE CHOICE

Multiple Choice C»i

Choose the best answer for each question based on your understanding of V-E Day
and the end of World War II in Europe.

1. What does 'V-E Day' stand for, and on te was it officially celebrated?

A. Victory in Europe Day, cele
Victory in England

5] e@ on August 15, 1945
2 Q&oose to require Germany's 'unconditional sur

thal®hegoti S?

Victory in Eu

N\

ratier 6?‘
‘To%s Germany more harshly than any nation had ever been punis h%
o prevent the kind of resentment that followed World War I and coR@tributed to

Hitler's rise

v 0w

C. To allow the Soviet Union to take full control of Germany's government

D. To ensure Germany would pay financial reparations to all Allied nations

immediately
e@e @ng best describes the Holocaust as discussed i

military battles fought between Nazi German I‘
p

N
28

. Q
. The Nazi regime's systematic, state-sponsored m
ish people and millions of others g
e

& C. A political movement that opposed Hit i% ermany
D. The Allied bombing campaign t r @h cities during World
War II

c\f"‘g
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4. What was the significance of journa
Buchenwald in April 1945?

s radio broadcast from

A. It announced Germany's officiag r to Allied forces
B. It described the Allied military stfategy for defeating Nazi Germany

C. It helped the world understand the full horror of the Nazi concentration camps
through a firsthand account

D. It reported on the celebrations taking place across Europe after the war ended

5. What was the purpose of the Nur r i fow World War II?
A. To negotiate the terms y's omic recovery
B. To divide Germ i zon ntrolled by Allied nations
., \

2

C. To prose r‘
D. T is et% ns as an international peacekeeping organiza$
6. e Ya (&gnce in February 1945, Allied leaders agreed to dow of th 6 E
follo nv P
‘ AMlde Germany into occupation zones, hold free elections in liberaéyries,
n

d establish the United Nations
B. Immediately arrest all Nazi leaders and put them on trial in Berlin

C. Allow Germany to keep its government as long as Hitler was removed from power

\ \C © \‘\%(,Co
GO X2

3
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7. Why did tensions grow between the

- Aadl
d ée Soviet Union after World
War 1I?
A. The United States refused to hqvpﬁlmpe after the war ended

B. The Soviet Union wanted to con e fighting Japan in the Pacific

C. The two nations had clashing political systems — democracy versus communism

— and disagreed about free elections in Eastern Europe

D. The United States and Soviet Union competed to claim Germany's military

technology
8. How did the postwar confere 4@€s n ontribute to the beginning
of the Cold War? x ‘
; ' ilfta li

®veen the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany \

ed a permanent peace agreement that prevented future fﬁ

%

9. Which statement best explains why V-E Day did not mark the complete end of World
War II7?

o ernments, and spheres of influence deepe
and communist nations

Eediate use of nuclear weapons against the Soviet

A. Germany continued fighting in secret even after signing the surrender documents
iet Unden refused to accept Germany's surrender until Septe
0 re still negotiating the terms of peace in Euro u

N

C
po ’
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10. Based on the article, what is one r

- Aadl
hi 'ﬁgy primary sources such as
S

newspaper headlines, radio broadcasts, from V-E Day?

A. Primary sources from V-E Day c
rebuild Europe

all Allied nations agreed on how to

B. They help historians understand how people at the time experienced and made
sense of the events they lived through

C. Primary sources are more accurate than secondary sources because they contain

no bias

D. They show that celebrating cro erstogg the Cold War tensions that

would follow the war 6 o
d \C kS

&<

®

3\
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V-E DAY: HOW WORLD WAR II ENDED IN EUROPE TRUE / FALSE

o

Read each statement carefully. Write T if the statement is true or F if the statement
is false based on what you have learned about V-E Day and the end of World War II

e 0@81’1(1 of World War II in both
O True ¢ False C

C \
2. Adolf y_sui i@xdarground bunker in Berlin as Soviet troops

losed.in > ‘

e g

. k&

closed.i ci i
3 m% unconditional surrender meant that Nazi leaders were allow v
@ itical power and negotiate the terms of peace.

O True O False

in Europe.

1. V-E Day, celebrated on May 8, 19
Europe and the Pacific.

4. Allied soldiers discovered Nazi concentration camps as they advanced through
Germany, revealing the full scale of the Holocaust to the world.

ifers to the Nazi regime's systematic murder p at
people, along with millions of others from target
O False Q\C
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6. At the Yalta Conference, Roosevelt, hil cﬁﬁ a‘greed that Germany would
remain unified under a single Allied gov T e war.

O True QO False C»

7. The Cold War was a period of tension between the democratic United States and
Great Britain on one side and the communist Soviet Union on the other.

O True O False

8. Stalin honored the Yalta agreement:

g free democratic elections in the
Eastern European countries occupigé® b ie
O True O False \ c o

® \
9. The Nurem ' e Q@secute Nazi leaders for war crimes and

crimes h iy, ﬁg a landmark moment in international law. %

O
10. The a decisions made at the Yalta and Potsdam conferences helped’sh
ap of Europe for approximately 45 years after World War II. C»

True (O False

\ O
Q&
<

S

\€§3\°‘“
X
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V-E DAY: HOW WORLD WAR II ENDED IN EUROPE VOCABULARY

o

Review the following key terms from the lesson on V-E Day and World War II in
Europe. Read each definition carefully and be prepared to use these terms when

analyzing historical events, primary sources, and the consequences of the war.

V-E Day
Victory in Europe Day, celebr(@; m ng the official end of World War
ams 1

IT in Europe after Nazi Ge itidha ender.
Explain in your OWE s \< . \
Naz ::, pg

rspof Adolf Hitler's political party that seized control of Germany a

e nationalism, racism, and military force to build an empire across e.

Explain in your own words:

al ender ®
te %n which the defeated side gives up all power caiin $
' t@ ms, as Germany did at the end of World War I Co
ur own words: q
(O

\
A
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Holocaust

AN
"y ('Pg’?‘
0 %y six million Jewish people and
PP

The systematic, state-sponsored murder

millions of others carried out by the N uring World War II.

Explain in your own words:

Nuremberg Trials
A series of landmark court proceedin ft d Wargdl in which Nazi leaders were
prosecuted for war crimes and cri a $ab1ishing important
principles in international 1
Explain in your own vﬂ c c

Xl N

Q
Pe ) xiciag

A sygtem! ernment in which citizens elect their leaders and individual ri tsPE
ote y law, as practiced by the United States and Great Britain. ‘

ain in your own words:
Co
e t ol nd economic system in which the government 0 &
no C sses political opposition, as in the Soviet Uni i he E@
la \ 2

(}mn Your own words: C
ﬁ}‘e‘?“

2

ol
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2 Qs
Cold War %e
The prolonged period of political tension, iy & d nuclear threat between the

democratic West and the communist S tuU that followed World War II and lasted
about 45 years.

Explain in your own words:

Yalta

A resort city on the Black Sea w 11
in February 1945 to negoti
the United Nations. | i

lt, Churchill, and Stalin met
rope and the establishment of

N\

‘i;’rjapan Day, the moment in August 1945 when Japan surrendeﬁv ing
t

ue end of World War II after fighting continued in the Pacific followi -E Day.
Explain in your own words:

Explain in your o
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V-E DAY: HOW WORLD WAR II ENDED IN EUROPE EXIT TICKET

o

Answer both questions in 1-2 sentences each using what you learned from today's
lesson. Be specific and use evidence from the article to support your answers.

1. Why did the Allies demand Germany's oRditional surrender, and what did that

mean for Germany after the war en? $
\ \‘ N *

jtfCal systems of the United States and the Sovi

2.
co

C

\ 3.2»\0‘“
X

3

te er V-E Day, and what did those tensions eventuall

>

2
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THE STARS AND S THip 1

IT'S V-E DAY! [l
German Units Yield ™

Remcmber Peart Harbor! [
o

' -
On May 8, 1945, people across Europe and North America flooded the streets to celebrate the end of

World War II in Europe, known as V-E Day.

o
oy
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Allied leaders met at conferences like Yalta and Potsdam to negotiate the future of postwar Europe —
decisions that would shape the next half century of world history.
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D ?,\"

urope

' $\v
ba V-E Day: How Wo
CROS D 6
ACROSS e» OWN
control 1.

3. Members of Adolf Hitler's political party that seized A complete surrender in which the defeated side gives up all

10. Victory in Europe Day,

the official e rl
Ge ? u al

c\f"‘

of Germany and used extreme nationalism, racism, and power and cannot negotiate any terms, as Germany did at the
military force to build an empire across Europe. end of World War II.

4. The prolonged period of political tension, espionage, and 2. A series of landmark court proceedings after World War I in
nuclear threat between the democratic West and the which Nazi leaders were prosecuted for war crimes and
communist Soviet Union that followed World War I and crimes against humanity, establishing important principles
lasted about 45 years. in international law.

7. The systematic, state-sponsored murder of approximately 5. system of government in which citizens elect their leaders
six million Jewish people and millions of others carri nd indi rights are protected by law, as practiced by the
by the Nazi regime during World War I1. i nd Great Britain.

8. Aresort city on the Black Sea where Allie d @ a political and economic system in which the
Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin met ifi Eeb government controls the economy and suppresses political
negotiate the postwar divisio . opposition, as in the Soviet Union during the Cold War era.
establishment of the Uni 9. Victory over Japan Day, the moment in August 1945 whe \

ing Japan surrendered, marking the true end of World War

<!

after fighting continued in the Pacific followin“
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