Flag Day: How a Symbol Gets Its
Meaning

Bloom's Level: Understand

Standard:

NCSS.1.1 — Culture and Cultural Diversity

NCSS.THEME.II — Time, Continuity, and Change

TEKS §113.20(b)(20)(B) - Significance of Important Landmarks

The American flag's 50 stars represent each stale, while the 13 stripes honor the original colonies that declared
independence in 1776.



FLAG DAY: HOW A SYMBOL GETS ITS MEANING ARTICLE

Flag Day: How a Symbtt\’
Gets Its Meaning

Why Does a Piece of Cloth Matter
So Much?

Imagine standing in a crowded stadium as : | |
the national anthem plays. Thousands of :
people turn their eyes to the sam @
rectangular piece of fabric with d @ Be 13 stripes honor the original colonies that
Y C
ir ep ®

n flag's 50 stars represent each state,
y . declared independence in 1776.
white stripes and a field 2

1 \
lo @Ieel a lump in their throats. How did a simp
S ( ‘
tures create and share meaning through symbols. 66

O E
Q»EC()ntinental Congress to Your Classroom S »I

The American flag didn't appear out of nowhere. On June 14, 1777, the Continental

blue. Some peo
0

their hear

C % es come to carry so much emotional power?
P lag Day, celebrated every June 14th, and it

Congress passed the Flag Resolution, which stated that the flag of the United
States would have thirteen stripes alternating red and white, and thirteen stars on a
blue field. Those thirteen elements represented the original thirteen colonies that

had decla®®d independence from Britain just one year earlier.

hwe story of Betsy Ross sewing the first flag in
ile i$popular, historians aren't certain it's comple
ok s that the basic design reflected a young nation

‘\ World — saying, in effect, "We exist, we are upi

%s the country grew, so did the flag. Each tj joi nion, a new

star was added. Today, the flag carrie state — and still has

3

the original 13 stripes honoring the i he design was officially
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Nl
f!, who established exact
flag would look the same.

i \
ba
standardized in 1912 under Presiden am $
proportions and the arrangement of sta s&ﬁ ry
The Flag Code: Rules for a ﬁpkol

In 1942, Congress passed the U.S. Flag Code, a set of guidelines explaining how the
flag should be displayed and treated. For example, the flag should never touch the
ground, should be lit if flown at night, and should be folded in a specific triangular
pattern. These rules exist because symbols only carry meaning when a community

agrees to treat them with care and consi

Think of it this way: a stop sign one agrees that red means

ed it,
u it ts
N3
ﬂ A

anings

power. The same logic applies to

c

stop. If people ignor

the flag — the rules rtance as a shared national symbol.

1

iuinely interesting. Symbols don't have just
ing can shift depending on who is looking at them

hw rican history, different groups have interpreted the flag in '@ ffi

For many Americans, the flag represents freedom, sacrifice, and nationa; pride. For
others, it has at times represented painful chapters of history, including periods
when the promises of freedom were not extended equally to all people. During

protest movements, some Americans have displayed the flag in nontraditional ways

to draw afention to unfinished work in the pursuit of equality.
@uswmss cultures and throughout history, powerful @ &
0 ested — meaning people debate and reinte t 0

\ y&ﬂﬂy to spark strong feelings, even disagre :&i 1ly C
\@& of how meaningful it has become. Recognizi © @Qan
k at the same symbol and describe entirely di Xpe important

A
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Summary: Symbols Are Livin n 6?

The American flag began as a practical LP way to identify ships and
0

soldiers during the Revolutionary W:. %

something far more complex: a sy f national identity that means different

re than two centuries, it grew into

things to different people, yet still holds a community together.

On Flag Day, we don't just celebrate a design. We reflect on how symbols are
created, how they evolve, and how they mirror the values and struggles of the people

who carry them. Understanding that processfielps us become more thoughtful

citizens — not just of one country, bu e andggver-changing world. The next

time you see the flag, try to su ou — and then consider

how someone with a diffel‘

P

scribe it differently.

\C
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FLAG DAY: HOW A SYMBOL GETS ITS MEANING LESSON OBJECTIVE

Lesson Objective C»i

By the end of this lesson, you will be able to explain how

the American flag developed as a cultural symbol and
why it can hold different meanings for different people.

You will also be able to describe how symbolgreflect the —— =
values, history, and diversity of the co it¥8s that ugse
them. é

As new states joined the Union,
Standard: NCSS.I.1 — C iv f new stars were added to the flag.

This is how the same symbol can

e; TEKS change over time while keeping its \
ant Landmarks Qore IeADIng: e
ill demonstrate understanding by explaining ho g ?‘
pres%
dlffeient o different cultural groups. }
@) tion: At the Understand level, students move beyond simply rec in&ts to
ma

ing sense of ideas and putting them into their own words. In this lesson, that means

NCSS.THEME.IT —

ing has evolved over time and why the same symbol ca

students will interpret how historical events shaped the flag's design and explain why
symbols like the flag can carry multiple meanings across diverse communities.

A
Q-
e,

3
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FLAG DAY: HOW A SYMBOL GETS ITS MEANING APPLICATION QUESTIONS

Application Questions C»F

Read each question carefully, think about what you learned in the article, and write
a thoughtful response in your own words.

1. Explain why the American flag has 50 s¥@hd 13 stripes. What do these design

elements tell us about the history o ate@
Think about: Think about wh sa L@O ginal 13 colonies and what happens
to the flag each time a ne at@iioi :
e \C'

Q
99('?3’5

. icle compares the flag to a stop sign. In your own words, explaiff wh 1S
c&

o

arison means and why rules like the U.S. Flag Code help a symbol keé€pits

meaning.

Think about: Think about why a stop sign only works if everyone agrees to follow it, and how
that same idea applies to the way people treat the flag.
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?ﬁ! things to different people.
C

o™

N
3. The article says that the American n
Why is it important to understand that t a

depending on who is looking at it? ‘ }
r& ground and experiences might shape the way they

feel when they see the flag, and what that tells us about culture and history.

an have different meanings

Think about: Think about how a perso

\ ®
g
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FLAG DAY: HOW A SYMBOL GETS ITS MEANING PRIMARY SOURCE ANALYSIS (DBQ)

Primary Source Analysis (DBQ)

Read the primary source excerpt below carefully. Then answer the four analysis
questions that follow. Use evidence from the source and what you have learned

about Flag Day and American symbols to support your answers.

A Schoolteacher's Letter on aﬁ\[ etter]
Dear Superintendent Harriga I Wi @ rteenth day of June, 1917, to
express my strong supp & formal occasion in our public
schools. Each st s@ecit®their pledge before the flag, yet many do \
not understa t th t@ stripes truly represent. The thirteen stripes
remin th e riginal colonies, and each star speaks to the
< s
ve $ portant than ever that young citizens learn to rega fla 6

n 1ece of cloth, but as a living symbol of our shared ideals ,6

acrifice. I urge you to dedicate at least one lesson each year t Vhﬁl%'
eaning. Respectfully yours, Margaret L. Whitfield Public School 6
incinnati, Ohio
— Margaret L. Whitfield, schoolteacher, Cincinnati, Ohio, June 14, 1917

.»'In these uncertain times, with our nation at

1. Who wrote this letter, and what was her purpose in writing it? How might her role as

a schoolteiher affect the point of view she expresses about the flag? [Sourcing] !
\ \‘ , ® \ \‘ , ®

3
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2. The letter was written in 1917, duri rl g ight the historical context
of the United States being at war have i e§

students to respect the flag as a naticéw

»

3. According to the letter, what do i the stars on the flag
represent? What three ideals do u a stands for, and why does she
believe students should le ? lo ading]

6 \C 2
tg icle explains that different Americans can look at the same ﬂagQV?ibe

ely different experiences. Does Margaret Whitfield's letter reflect all ible
perspectives on the flag's meaning, or does it represent just one viewpoint? What

thor's feelings about teaching
[Context]

perspective might be missing from her letter? [Corroboration]

\ §é°‘“
W

S

o)
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FLAG DAY: HOW A SYMBOL GETS ITS MEANING TIMELINE CONSTRUCTION

Timeline Construction C»F

Below are five important events in the history of the American flag, each labeled
with a letter. They are NOT in the correct order. Your tasks are: (1) Arrange the
events in chronological order by writing the letter IDs from earliest to latest, and

(2) For each event, answer the significa mpt in one or two sentences

explaining why that event mattered.

s

A. Congress passed the U staldli official guidelines for how the flag
should be displaye régte ‘ *
I Date / Pexiod: ‘Q a

portant for the government to create formal rules about how the ﬂa? @&

I Signific

w

ha and displayed?

A
Q-
"

3
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exact proportions and the arrangement E

- Aadl

B. President William Howard Taft offi ta cgge ag's design, establishing
™

I Date / Period: C»

| Significance:

Why did it matter that every American flag would now look exactly the same, with uniform

proportions and star placement? l

® \

C. The Contine g @%ag Resolution, declaring that the United
States ﬂ% ' ré rnating red and white stripes and thirteen sta“ ‘
f;@‘?e &5"

I gnificance:

s
c\""

Why was creating an official flag design significant for the newly independent United States?

\ §é°‘“
W

S

O
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D. The United States declared indepe
thirteen stars and stripes were designed @ r

I Date / Period: C»

event the flag's original

| Significance:

How did the act of declaring independence shape the symbols and meaning built into the first
American flag?

E. A fiftieth sta'
bringin

|
@MP‘

What does the addition of a new star each time a state joined the Union reveal about how

symbols can grow and change alongside a nation?

\ §é°‘“
W

S

o
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FLAG DAY: HOW A SYMBOL GETS ITS MEANING REFLECTION QUESTIONS

Reflection Questions C»i

Answer each question thoughtfully using what you learned from the article and
your own ideas.

1. How did the design of the American flagggh e over time, and what do those

e @n what the original 13 stripes
\C 2

changes tell us about the growth of

Think about: Consider why st

represent. !

! 0 you think the U.S. Flag Code includes rules about how the ﬂag@ e
t

o

ed, such as never letting it touch the ground?

Think about: Think about what the article says about how symbols keep their meaning when
people agree to treat them with care.
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Ol \ XNl
N\ }
3. The article says the American flag an ings to different people. Why

is it important to understand that a sym re than one meaning?
d

Think about: Think about how a perso periences might shape the way they

n, v nd or ex
feel when they see the flag.




FLAG DAY: HOW A SYMBOL GETS ITS MEANING DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Discussion Questions C»F

Read each question carefully and think about what you learned in the article. Use
evidence from the text and your own reasoning to answer each question in

complete sentences. Be prepared to share your thinking with the class.

1. The article explains that the Amesi si ged over time as new states
joined the Union. What does t is€—1 ho Is reflect the history and
C -

g& to the article, different groups of Americans have interpret&G»E in
\ S

different ways. Why might the same symbol carry different meaning different

people, and what does that tell us about the relationship between symbols and lived

experience?

\ 3.2»\0‘“
X

3
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FLAG DAY: HOW A SYMBOL GETS ITS MEANING CLOSE READING PASSAGE

Close Reading Passage C»i

-

Read the passage carefully. Then answer the five questions that follow. Use
evidence from the text to support your responses.

Flag Day: How a Symbol Gets Its
The American flag began as a p i — @to identify ships and
soldiers during the Revolutj e 77, the Continental Congress
stripes alternating red and white,
se tWirteen elements represented the original \

passed the Flag Resolut

and thirteen st
colonies that in
star e
e
c

0 figkel.
cla
@ e. Today the flag carries 50 stars and still has
g ag's meaning has never been fixed. For ma ?‘
an®,_i % nts freedom, sacrifice, and national pride. For othe as 6
ti r% painful chapters of history. During protest movements, e 6
ri%have displayed the flag in nontraditional ways to draw attenti >
&hed work in the pursuit of equality. A symbol's ability to spark stfon

ings
— even disagreement — is actually evidence of how meaningful it has become.

nce from Britain. As the country grew, a new

1. According to the passage, what did the thirteen stripes and thirteen stars on the
original flag represent? [Comprehension]

N\
QA
"

3
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2. How has the design of the America cha country grew, and what has
stayed the same? [Comprehension] p

"never been fixed." What does this

Sew? {Inferencel
O
Soe®

4. mig Americans choose to display the flag in nontraditional

A
S

3. The passage states that the flag's meang
suggest about how symbols functio '

protest nts? What does this reveal about the relationship between s
Cla ge? [Inference]

\@3\0‘“
X

e

C
o™
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FLAG DAY: HOW A SYMBOL GETS ITS MEANING MULTIPLE CHOICE

Multiple Choice C»i

Read each question carefully and choose the best answer from the four choices
provided.

1. What was the main purpose of the Fla s@lution passed by the Continental
Congress on June 14, 17777

A. To establish official r gthe @wefolded and stored

B ' i ge‘ ed States flag \
C. Toadd a territory gained
D. Tc% i h%[ﬁ a completely new national symbol

2.?&)8@%& ican flag have 13 stripes even though there are now tates?gg i
E‘Bew 13 is considered a lucky number in American culture ‘ >

ecause Congress decided 13 stripes looked better than 50

C. To honor the original 13 colonies that declared independence from Britain

D. To represent the 13 members of the Continental Congress

3. What s it mean when the article says that symbols are "contested"?
S ar tected by law and cannot be changed
: lﬁ and disagree about what a symbol stands for 0$
\ S)@S ose their meaning over time and must be repla C
%\ ?ﬂy government officials can decide what a s€ %\C L 2
® R’
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4. According to the article, why did Pr
flag's design in 19127

9} Taft standardize the

A. To add new stars for states tha w tly joined the Union
B. To make the flag easier to man ture in large quantities
C. To ensure that every flag would have the same proportions and star arrangement

D. To change the colors of the flag to brighter shades of red and blue

5. The article compares the flag's rules to ast@h sign. What is the main point of this

I@ gmmunicate danger

y agrees to respect and follow them \

A X3
v»"

B The flag's design has changed so many times that people are confused about its
meaning

comparison?

A. Both the flag and stop

B. Symbols only haxe p \
C. Governm

D.

gﬁ'

Ay)ple in different states are taught different versions of the flag's

ontrol how people behave in public

oth created by Congress in the same year

g best explains why the American flag's meaning ca
pers

C. Symbols reflect the varied experiences and perspectives of the people who view
them
S. Flag Code allows each citizen to choose their own interpretm
@ﬁ'gin&l practical purpose of the American flag v\e : 0 t
@ — :
\ o0 decorate government buildings during nati %

Ol'lleS

B. To identify ships and soldiers during t
C. To signal peace agreements bet

D. To mark the borders between the gma]
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8. Based on the article, which stateme

td i he American flag has
changed over time?

A. The flag's stripes have been upMme a new state joined the Union

B. The flag's design has remained ctly the same since 1777

C. Stars have been added as new states joined, while the 13 stripes have stayed the
same

D. The flag's colors were changed from the original design to make it more visible

@t a wﬂ can spark strong feelings

t le @hould be redesigned

i%gful to the community

9. According to the article, what do

and disagreement tell us about i
A. The symbol has faile@to@hni
B. The symb S d \
C. Th %

10. w&demtamding that different people can interpret the same sy 0?6

i h

elp us as citizens? Q
gree

. It teaches us that symbols should be replaced with ones everyone a s on

or most people to understand

p without considering the needs of all citizen

B. It shows us that only historians can correctly explain what symbols mean

C. It helps us better understand history and develop empathy for diverse
perspectives

ws that national symbols are less important than local traditiom
* 2

o
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FLAG DAY: HOW A SYMBOL GETS ITS MEANING TRUE / FALSE

o

Read each statement carefully. Write T if the statement is true or F if the statement

is false based on what you have learned about Flag Day and the American flag as a

1u@ June 14, 1777.

2. The original “ ha s‘to represent the fifty states.
O Tru F. 6
ir i

3. 9
»u> Ise

@)
Lstoﬂans are completely certain that Betsy Ross sewed the very first Qﬂcan flag.

cultural symbol.

1. The Continental Congress passe

O True © False

on the American flag honor the original thirteen co

O True O False

5. The U.S. Flag Code was passed by Congress in 1942 to provide guidelines for

displayingg@nd treating the flag.
) W
co@ohe Flag Code, it is acceptable for the Americ & theco
nd‘

(¥ C:
O True O False %\
Ao

3
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7. President William Howard Taft offic tan 6 ag's proportions and star

arrangement in 1912.
O True QO False C»i

8. Symbols like the American flag always carry one fixed meaning that never changes

over time.

O True O False

9. Flag Day is celebrated every year on Ju ,

O True O False ? o&
10. The fact that p d A\ tera&vhat the flag stands for is evidence of \
how meaningfue) m ;

Q“?}, N33

<>
\}6 C\",ﬁ»

ol

C
o™
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FLAG DAY: HOW A SYMBOL GETS ITS MEANING VOCABULARY

o

Study each vocabulary term and its definition below. These words will help you
better understand how symbols, culture, and national identity are connected. As
you read, look for these terms in the article and think about how each one is used in

context.
Flag Resolution tl
The official decision made i nta@ ss on June 14, 1777, that
” i fir &@1&&9 with thirteen stripes and thirteen stars. \
cv% Congress \ F

overning body of representatives from the American colonies that m' important
decisions during the Revolutionary War era, including approving the first flag design.

Explain in your own words:

jec‘, inQ, or design that represents an idea, belief, or % ant‘ 0
S d meaning within a culture or community. C .
$ in your own words: e Q\

3
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- Aadl
gnder British rule before declaring
United States.

colonies
The original thirteen territories in Ameri tl’h

independence and becoming the first s e
Explain in your own words:

standardized

Made uniform or consistent so that songt ays lo

as when President Taft establish ac S

Explain in your own words; c
d \C E

As 1

&elines passed by Congress in 1942 that explains the prop wts 66

s or works the same way, such
design in 1912.

display, , and care for the American flag.

@la your own words:

nationaldidentity
The s nse of belonging and pride that connects the people of a cou
y , and symbols like a flag. &
la words: co
\ \C \4 Q\ \C‘

S
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contested

Qs
Described as having different or opposin %ét

people debate, as when a
symbol like the flag is interpreted diffe y rious groups throughout history.
Explain in your own words:

cultural diversity

The variety of different backgrounds, i eliefs,@nd experiences that exist
among people within a communi o)

Explain in your own words; \ co

e\‘ \O Yy

P
A puBlic monstration in which people express disagreement with @la

)
ial condition in order to call for change.

your own words:

\ O
Q&
<

S

\@3\0‘“
X
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FLAG DAY: HOW A SYMBOL GETS ITS MEANING EXIT TICKET

o

Answer both questions below in 1-2 sentences each. Use what you learned from
today's lesson to support your answers.

1. Explain why the American flag has 50 S

represent? \ % ‘COV“

C

d 13 stripes. What does each element

p%m different things to different people? Use
oft your answer.

ol

C
o
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The American flag's 50 stars represent each state, while the 13 stripes honor the original colonies
that declared independence in 1776.

ol

C
o™
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As new states joined the Union, new stars were added to the flag. This is how the same symbol can
change over time while keeping its core meaning.
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Flag Day: How

ACROSS

2.

10.

The shared sense of belonging and pride that connects ;e
people of a country through common history, values, and
symbols like a flag.

The governing body of representatives from the American 3.
colonies that made important decisions during the
Revolutionary War era, including approving the first flag
design.

Made uniform or consistent so that something always looks
or works the same way, such as when President Taft
established exact rules for the flag's design in 1

The variety of different backgrounds, traditien

S
and experiences that exist among peo a
community or society.

g
2

N

. AN
Vo

The official decision made by the Continental Congress on
June 14, 1777, that established the design of the first
American flag with thirteen stripes and thirteen stars.

A set of official guidelines passed by Congress in 1942 that
explains the proper ways to display, handle, and care for the
American flag.

Described as having different or opposing meanings that
people debate, as when a symbol like the flag is interpreted

An object, image, or design that represents an idea, belief, or
group of people and carries shared meaning within a cul
or community.

N\

A public action or demonstration in which p
disagreement with a law, policy, or soci
to call for change.
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