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What is The
arqive?

The arqgive is a global
storytelling platform designed
to preserve and share
LGBTQ+ experiences.




Share Your Story

The arqive presentation at the CSULA [ Al

california state university los angeles, 5151, state university drive, east los angeles,
los angeles, los angeles county, california, 90032, united

Serving as a digital archive where s e |
users can document LGBTQ+

experiences, identities, challenges,
and more!




Explore an Interactive World Map

Every pin on the map is -
a real story from a real : -
person. 2 T
Browse, filter, and : - .on
discover stories from "oV e e o |/ A
across the globe. - i, DL s S i
SANTA MONICA 7 = = 34 2 3 - -
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Connect with a Community

A way for a community to
discover, share, and connect
In a safe and supportive
manner




“By sharing storiles, we remind the
world that we are here.”
- Cynthia Wang




The arqgive Tutorial Video
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Overview of The arqive:

Users

Login
Add/Edit/Delete stories
Block/Unblock Users
Flag Posts
Manage Profile
Anonymity Feature

LA Besties Meet up

751 echo park ave los angeles
ca 90026 united states

Posted by:chom
03/26/2022 - 03/26/2022

Story: Womxn an d Non-binary Queer Latinx meet Ad'rn'in
Login
Add/Edit/Delete Story
Delete Users
Review/Remove Flagged Posts
Review/Remove Flagged Comments




Challenges We Faced



Challenges

e How to thoughtfully incorporate Al
o Capabilities and limits
o Speech patterns and how it acts
o Source attribution

o Costs

e Limited existing documentation for onboarding

e Complexity of maintaining and extending an existing
codebase




Our Approach

e Created a comprehensive handoff guide for future teams
e Documented setup, architecture, and deployment processes
e Identified unknowns and areas needing verification

e Focused on improving project continuity and maintainability




Where We're At



Project Status

e Fall of 2025 was spent learning the inner-workings of the website and its services
e Spring of 2026 focused on adding onto the features of The arqive

e Documentation for future teams working on The arqive

e Continued assistance from previous senior design member, as well as another
alumni (thanks Erik and Youssef!)




Remaining Project Goals
e Finalize documentation
e Wrap up testing on computers and phones

e Carry over updates from test to live server




Features and Bug Fixes Product Planning

e Community pins, editable by e Al Testing
anyone! Has an edit history.

e Usability Testing

e Archie, the Al helper!

e Favoriting and flagging (viewable
on profile)

e ...and more!




What We’ve Done



Github Roadmap

') Backlog ~ [ Priority board {3 Team items [ZE] Roadmap M In review B My items + New view

Q Filter by keyword or by field

O Backlog 13  Estimate: 0 DO O Inprogress 2  Estimate:0 ST O Inreview 2 | Estimate:0 o O Staging 17  Estimate: 0 EONG
This item hasn't been started This is actively being worked on This item is in review This item is ready to be deployed
~ ~
(© €S3338-Final-Project #40 (® €53338-Final-Project #14 (© €53338-Final-Project #37 (® €53338-Final-Project #5
change info@theargive.com on the website Find Usability testing candidates Al Assistant Pins Displaying in the Wrong Addresses
PO P1 PO

(©) €S3338-Final-Project #38

(© €53338-Final-Project #10 (© €53338-Final-Project #34 Live Chat System (© €S3338-Final-Project #25
Add color changing pin related to active Community Pins - Change all historical and Community Pins
events resource category to community PO

P2 P2

(© C53338-Final-Project #20

O CS3338-Final-Project #11 Reseting Password

Allow pins to support single day events P0

P2

(© CS3338-Final-Project #24
O CS3338-Final-Project #22 Add Team to Credits
Date Range begins at 01/01/0198, 12/31/2067 = v

<




Demo




The Website Home Page

The

L]
a lve faq aboutus supportus resources contactus credits register login

® ®

category:

personal

date range: | [:]H 268 1]

[ ctoar | 3

A walk with my dog, Biscuit! N

2026 - 04/30/202€ by settall3

wouldn't leave! The doggo approves!

view starv




Profile Page

Favorite Posts Flagged Posts

tLau484 favorite posts

t Gay Married as a
my posts Result of the 2016
Presidential Election

My husband and | got married in a hurry on
e —— December Sth of 2016 as a direct result of the

Hell o, m ember of 2025's Senior pres!dentlal electlop. that year. We honestly
worried that our ability to marry (and other

i 1
De5|gn Team herel! rights) would go away and we wanted all of
I had a great time learning and contributing so much the legal protections of...

during my time working on The arqgive!

read more

edit story




Profile Page

Favorite Posts Flagged Posts

flagged posts

New wine bar!

Report Type: Other
Reason: Doesn't say the name of the bar!

read more

Movie Screens

Report Type: Suspicious/Spam
Reason: This story has already been posted before!

read more



Right-Click Menu on Map

e Users may right-click anywhere on the map to pull up a menu with two options:
view nearby stories or create a story.

e \iewing nearby stories will zoom the map in at the location clicked on and show
only the stories that are near.

e |If creating a story, will use the location clicked on as the location of the story.




Right-Click Menu on Map—Create Pin on Location

what's the name of this story?

' what happened in this story?

S B I © £ H O

Search stories here
Click to lock location

662, Shorb Street, Alhambra, Los Angeles

' County, California, 91803, United States 2 B
od W T P 0 WORDS POWERED BY TINY
Drop pin & add story - which category? (9 (resources | [hismrical
Create new story here when did this story happen?
start date end date

— [12/04/2025 X []] [12/04/2025 X 1]

where did this story happen?

662, shorb street, alhambra, los angeles m
county, california, 91803, united states

make anonymous? (3 m [ yes ‘j




Video Demonstration

o

favorite posts

The Boulevard

Gay bar in Pasadena. Karaoke on Friday nights, and
my posts also drag shows! Here's an article that talks about The

Boulevard's struggles during the pandemic:

https://www.latimes.com/food/story/2021-06-10/the-

boulevard-gay-bar-pasadena.

xead moxe

Test

Test
adit atory

Test

Test
2dit story

test

test
adit stoxy

Test

Test
adit atoxy

Test

iocaiostzcon | =




Right-Click Menu on Map—Search Nearby Pins
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Video Demonstration

favorite posts
@ Jz10

The Boulevard

N Gay bar in Pasadena. Karaoke on

8 Friday nights, and also drag shows!
Here's an article that talks about The
Boulevard's struggles during the
pandemic:
https://www.latimes.com/food/story/2021-

my posts

Test 06-10/the-boulevard-gay-bar-
pasadena...

Test
sdit story

Test

Test
adit stoxy

test

test
adit atozy

Test

Test
sdit story




How it works

Community Pins

@ One creator, many contributors

Any user can create a Community
LA's LGBTQ+ ( corve AN pin. Once published, any member

- History of the Argive can add, edit, or
james m wood boulevard, financial district, expand the pin’S Content

downtown, los angeles, los angeles county,
california, 90017, united states los angeles
california 90017 united states

. Community Ownership

04/26/2026 - 04/26/2026 o .

IR VAT R — &2 No single person controls the

Los Angeles has one of the longest and most significant LGBTQ+ narratlve Plns grOW I’ICheI’ over
histories in the country — from the 1950s gay bars of Silver Lake to the : H

uprisings at Cooper Do-nuts, the AIDS activist networks of the 1980s, tlme as many voices are added to
and the vibrant drag and ballroom scenes that continue today. The arqlve




Welcoming user’s inputs

LA's LGBTQ+
History

=

james m wood boulevard, financial district,
downtown, los angeles, los angeles county,
california, 90017, united states los angeles
california 90017 united states

04/26/2026 - 04/26/2026

posted by:jsalazar047

Los Angeles has one of the longest and most significant LGBTQ+
histories in the country — from the 1950s gay bars of Silver Lake to the
uprisings at Cooper Do-nuts, the AIDS activist networks of the 1980s,
and the vibrant drag and ballroom scenes that continue today.

LA's LGBTQ+ History Al o

james m wood boulevard, financial district, downtown,
los angeles, los angeles county, california, 90017,
united states los angeles california 90017 united
states

04/26/2026 - 04/26/2026

posted by +jsalazar047

Los Angeles has one of the longest and most significant LGBTQ+ histories in the country,
from the 1950s gay bars of Silver Lake to the uprisings at Cooper Do-nuts, the AIDS activist
networks of the 1980s, and the vibrant drag and ballroom scenes that continue today.

DTLA Pride 2026 felt big in that very LA way with blocks of people, music echoing off
buildings, and something happening on every comer. The parade moved through downtown
with floats, dancers, drag performers, and community groups, all mixing together into this
loud, colorful stream that was hard not to get pulled into.




Revision History

PIN REVISION HISTORY

LA's LGBTQ+ History

Current

DOWNTOWN ENERGY CaSEERE STEiE

MASTERACCOUNT -2 FEW SECONDS AGO

MY THOUGHT ON THE PARADE
Los Angeles has

one of the longest
and most
significant
LGBTQ+ histories
in the country,
from the 1950s
gay bars of Silver
Lake to the
uprisings at
Cooper Do-nuts,
the AIDS activist
networks of the
1980s, and the
vibrant drag and
ballroom scenes
that continue
today

MASTERACCOUNT - 6 M.

Pride 2026
in that very
¥ay with blocks

Selected

Los Angeles has
one of the longest
and most
significant
LGBTQ+ histories
in the country,
from the 1950s
gay bars of Silver
Lake to the
uprisings at
Cooper Do-nuts,
the AIDS activist
networks of the
1980s, and the
vibrant drag and
ballroom scenes
that continue
today.

DTLA Pride 2026
felt big in that very
LA way with blocks
of people, music

LA's LGBTQ+ History nw

james m wood boulevard, financial district, downtown,
los angeles, los angeles county, california, 90017,
united states los angeles california 90017 united
states

04/26/2026 - 04/26/2026
pos ted by tjsalazar047
Los Angeles has one of the longest and most significant LGBTQ+ histories in the country,

from the 1950s gay bars of Silver Lake to the uprisings at Cooper Do-nuts, the AIDS activist
networks of the 1980s, and the vibrant drag and ballroom scenes that continue today.

DTLA Pride 2026 felt big in that very LA way with blocks of people, music echoing off
buildings, and something happening on every corner. The parade moved through downtown
with floats, dancers, drag performers, and community groups, all mixing together into this
loud, colorful stream that was hard not to get pulled into.

Keeping track of edits helps preserve
community history




Goal with Community Pins

category:
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community

personal
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Just ask Archie. The Al helper built into ArQive

clear close

Archie was built with one goal in mind: to make
it easier for anyone to diSCOVGr, eXplore, and - « Hi! I'm Archie, your ArQive Al assistant. Ask me
contribute to LGBTQ+ history on The arqive. anythingiabol EEGRBIIA=history

When you ask anything, today, and always, e
Archie is here for you.

ArQive is an interactive LGBTQ+ history mapping

platform where users can explore and add stories, and

interact through upvotes and comments.

How many stories are on ArQive




Built to solve real problems.

Tavily — Al-Native Search API
Groq (Llama 3.1) — The Brain

e  Searches the web for external knowledge

e Understands what you're asking e  Passes results back to Grogq

e  Generates all replies
e Analyzes images

4Qroq BB tavily

User — Grog understands — Tavily searches — Groq replies




Find any story, any way.

Archie 3 close

Search by title

« Hil I'm Archie, your ArQive Al assistant.
Ask me anything about LGBTQ+ history!

"find story Black Cat Tavern”

100% match — story card appears instantly. B ok Cot Tavern

Click Locate to fly to the pin on the map.

| found 1 story matching your search!

Black Cat Tavern

Raid 100% match

9 Black cat Tavern, Silver
Lake, Los Angeles

M 1966-12-31

Black Cat Tavern Raid ﬂ oM

black cat tavern, silver lake, los angeles, ca los angeles california
united states

12/31/1966 - no end date
posted by:Jz10

On New Year's Eve 1966, a police raid occurred at the Black Cat Tavern in Los Angeles, sparking protests and marking a
significant moment in LGBTQ+ history. This event is often overlooked but is considered a pivotal moment in the fight for gay
rights. The raid and subsequent protests inspired a coalition of gay rights organizations to join together in protest two
months later.

leave comment




« Hi! I'm Archie, your ArQive Al assistant. Ask me anything about

Find any story, any way. |

find stories near Cal State LA

Sea rCh for StOI’IeS at any |Ocat|0n | found 10 stories near Cal State LA on ArQive!

thank you for watching

: ;;,Z:f: university dr, los angeles
"find stories near Cal State LA" S

The Argive Year 2

W 2021-05-19

Archie geocodes the location and returns the 10 N oot s
nearest stories, sorted by distance in miles. B

T 2019-08-13

N 0.1 miles away

Lecturing about GlobaltraQs

N 0.1 miles away

Billie Jean King

N 0.1 miles away

The Argive Year (AR)
& 2022-04-29

% 0.1 miles away

My boyfriend came out to me as bi

® 5151 State University Dr, Los Angeles
@ 2017-02-23

N 0.1 miles away

Graffix Test

W 2022-04-29

N 0.2 miles away

Test New

3108, West Hellman Avenue -
Locate




clear

& 2022-04-17
.6 miles away

Find any story, any way. i@

| found 10 stories near your location on ArQive!

Test Community

B GPS ® west vValley Boulevard, Alhambra, Alhambra
[ Locate
2026-04-24

N 0.5 miles away

nge H n

find stories near me
® 1038, South Stoneman Avenue, Alhambra
® 2025-11-11 8

% 0.8 miles away

Archie uses your GPS coordinates to find the 10 s e e
nearest stories, sorted by distance in miles. o

W 2018-02-02
N 1.2 miles away

Test
® 1168 W Mabel Ave, Monterey Park
@ 2022-01-03

N 1.2 miles away

GlobaltraQs staff meeting
® 7 s 2nd st, Alhambra

@ 2015-04-04

N 1.3 miles away

Test New

® 3108, West Hellman Avenue
@ 2026-04-24

4 1.5 miles away

The Queer Mercado

319 N. Hunphrey's, Los Angeles ocate
unphre B [7 Locate
@ 2022-04-17

1.8 miles away

boyfriend came out to me as bi

5151 State University Dr, Los Angeles
T 2017-02-23




From the web to the map

@ Archie - search stories search users add a story

"Search the story about
" «& Hil I'm Archie, your ArQive Al assistant. Ask me anything about LGBTQ+
PIUSh Pony history! ¢ ITES

what's the name of this story?

Plush Pony

what happened in this story?

Archie searches the web Rt Y o BlO B O

a n d a uto-fl I I S th e e ntl re | found 1 story matching your search! The Plush Pony was a lesbian bar located in the EI Sereno neighborhood of East Los Angeles that catered to working-class Mexican and Chicana women. It was an
Y 9 Y # iconic queer legacy business and a significant part of the LGBTQ+ community. The bar's legacy has been celebrated through art and continues to be an important part
Add Story form — title,

of LGBTQ+ history.
. . . ® 5261 Aalhambra, Los Angeles Locate
description, location, and = zoeo-oior =

dates' i @ search the web for "Plush Pony"

Search the story about Plush Pony P 60 WORDS POWERED BY TINY 4

I, Similar story already which category? ( (personal ) | resources
. . | found information about "Plush Pony". Review the details below and click
exists — Archie warns you ... i s 1o aga: when did this story happen?
y § ag thieistorytitoraddilttoithe mapl start date 04/30/2026 X [7]| end date [04/30/2026 X []]
before SmeIttIng " b Plush Pony where did this story happen?
VG RO R e em e el sereno neighborhood, east los angeles ﬂ

The Plush Pony was a lesbian bar located in the El Sereno
neighborhood of East Los Angeles that catered to working-class

Al researches. Humans | ool in make anonymous? @ (3 [ves

A Similar stories already exist on the map:

decide. o—— = =

® 5261 Alhambra , Los Angeles

o view an existin or as a new one below.




Suggestions For Future Teams



Suggestions

e Carry out further usability testing

e Features that encourage user interactivity
e Improve Al Assistant

e Add on to existing documentation

e Increase security and preserve information




As faculty advisor, Professor Hurley oversaw the computer science teams who worked on The arqgive 2019-2024




Thank you!

Any Questions?




