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Agenda: 

● What is The arqive?

● Challenges We Faced

● Where We’re At

● What We’ve Done

● Demo

● Suggestions for Future Teams
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What is The 
arqive?
The arqive is a global 
storytelling platform designed 
to preserve and share 
LGBTQ+ experiences.
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Share Your Story

Serving as a digital archive where 
users can document LGBTQ+ 
experiences, identities, challenges, 
and more!
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Explore an Interactive World Map

Every pin on the map is 
a real story from a real 
person.
Browse, filter, and 
discover stories from 
across the globe. 
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Connect with a Community

A way for a community to 
discover, share, and connect 
in a safe and supportive 
manner
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“By sharing stories, we remind the 
world that we are here.”

- Cynthia Wang
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The arqive Tutorial Video
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Overview of The arqive: 

Login
Add/Edit/Delete stories
Block/Unblock Users

Flag Posts
Manage Profile

Anonymity Feature

Users

Login
Add/Edit/Delete Story

Delete Users
Review/Remove Flagged Posts

Review/Remove Flagged Comments

Admin
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Challenges We Faced
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● How to thoughtfully incorporate AI

○ Capabilities and limits

○ Speech patterns and how it acts

○ Source attribution

○ Costs

● Limited existing documentation for onboarding

● Complexity of maintaining and extending an existing 
codebase

Challenges



Our Approach
● Created a comprehensive handoff guide for future teams

● Documented setup, architecture, and deployment processes

● Identified unknowns and areas needing verification

● Focused on improving project continuity and maintainability
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Where We’re At
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Project Status

● Fall of 2025 was spent learning the inner-workings of the website and its services

● Spring of 2026 focused on adding onto the features of The arqive

● Documentation for future teams working on The arqive

● Continued assistance from previous senior design member, as well as another 
alumni (thanks Erik and Youssef!)
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Remaining Project Goals

● Finalize documentation

● Wrap up testing on computers and phones

● Carry over updates from test to live server
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● Community pins, editable by 
anyone! Has an edit history.

● Archie, the AI helper!

● Favoriting and flagging (viewable 
on profile)

● …and more!
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Features and Bug Fixes Product Planning

● AI Testing

● Usability Testing



What We’ve Done

18



Github Roadmap
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Demo
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The Website Home Page
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Profile Page
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Profile Page

23



Right-Click Menu on Map

● Users may right-click anywhere on the map to pull up a menu with two options: 
view nearby stories or create a story.

● Viewing nearby stories will zoom the map in at the location clicked on and show 
only the stories that are near.

● If creating a story, will use the location clicked on as the location of the story.
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Right-Click Menu on Map—Create Pin on Location
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Video Demonstration
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Right-Click Menu on Map—Search Nearby Pins

27



Video Demonstration
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Community Pins
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How it works

One creator, many contributors

Any user can create a Community 
pin. Once published, any member 
of the Arqive can add, edit, or 
expand the pin’s content

Community Ownership
No single person controls the 
narrative. Pins grow richer over 
time as many voices are added to 
The arqive



Welcoming user’s inputs
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Revision History
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Keeping track of edits helps preserve 
community history



Goal with Community Pins
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Just ask Archie. The AI helper built into ArQive

Archie was built with one goal in mind: to make 
it easier for anyone to discover, explore, and 
contribute to LGBTQ+ history on The arqive.

When you ask anything, today, and always, 
Archie is here for you.
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Built to solve real problems. 
Groq (Llama 3.1) — The Brain 

● Understands what you're asking
● Generates all replies
● Analyzes images
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Tavily — AI-Native Search API

● Searches the web for external knowledge
● Passes results back to Groq

User → Groq understands → Tavily searches → Groq replies  



Find any story, any way. 

Search by title

"find story Black Cat Tavern"

100% match — story card appears instantly.

Click Locate to fly to the pin on the map.
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Find any story, any way. 
Search for stories at any location

"find stories near Cal State LA"

Archie geocodes the location and returns the 10 
nearest stories, sorted by distance in miles.
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Find any story, any way. 
By GPS

"find stories near me"

Archie uses your GPS coordinates to find the 10 
nearest stories, sorted by distance in miles.
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From the web to the map
"Search the story about 
Plush Pony"

Archie searches the web 
and auto-fills the entire 
Add Story form — title, 
description, location, and 
dates.

⚠ Similar story already 
exists — Archie warns you 
before submitting.

AI researches. Humans 
decide.
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Suggestions For Future Teams
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● Carry out further usability testing

● Features that encourage user interactivity

● Improve AI Assistant

● Add on to existing documentation

● Increase security and preserve information

Suggestions



In memory of John Hurley 

As faculty advisor, Professor Hurley oversaw the computer science teams who worked on The arqive 2019-2024
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Thank you! 

Any Questions?


