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Purpose of a scientific poster
• Tool for conveying new discoveries
• Social, interactive way to talk about your research
• Poster presentation vs. Oral presentation
• You will be presenting at the SCAS Annual Meeting 

Chapman University 
Saturday, April 18, 2026 at the poster session ~5pm



Purpose of a scientific poster
• Ok to use same poster for multiple conferences (such as AAAS), 

but not ok to use in multiple years at same conference
• Poster should be self-explanatory so that you are free to discuss 

and answer questions from your colleagues 
• Keep the presentation as simple as possible, with minimal text



SCAS Annual Meeting Poster Preparation

-- no larger than 36" high x 48" wide, displayed on boards/easels 
-- pins/clips to attach posters to boards will be available
-- posters numbered according to list in program

http://scas.nhm.org/annual-meeting/poster.html

Always check the 

requirements for 

the meeting you 

are attending! 

SCAS = landscape

http://scas.nhm.org/annual-meeting/poster.html


How to create a scientific poster
• Using Powerpoint (or equivalent) go to Design → Page Setup  (earlier than Office 2010: File → Page Setup)

• Enter size of slide (suggested: 32 inches high, 40 inches wide; landscape)
• Click on actual slide (not slide scroll on left) to change % shown (% fit) 
• Then use, view → fit to window
• Use text boxes to create the different sections of your poster.

width 40 inches

height 32 inches

orientation 

slides = landscape



Arrange your poster in columns rather than in rows. 

The introduction should be placed at the upper left, and a conclusion at the 
lower right, both in large type (20 point minimum).

Results should include figures/photos (caption below) or tables (caption above) 



Sections of a scientific poster

• Title
• Authors & Affiliations
• Abstract
• Introduction
• Materials & Methods
• Results
• Discussion
• Acknowledgements
• Literature Cited (References)

http://scas.nhm.org/annual-meeting/poster.html

http://scas.nhm.org/annual-meeting/poster.html


Sizes and Title
• Your poster will be viewed from a distance of 3 feet 

or more. To be readable, the smallest lettering 
should be at least 6 mm high (18 point).

• Title should be at least 1" (72 point)

Tips:
• Try not to wrap major names
• NEVER wrap scientific names

Bomb radiocarbon dating and estimated longevity of 
Giant Sea Bass (Sterolepis gigas)



Authors and Affiliations (Who did the work?)

• Use superscript to designate authors’ 
institution (only if more than 1 institution).

• Talk to co-authors!
• May include email address to indicate who is 

corresponding author (that is you!).



Abstract

• Should be the same abstract submitted
• 250 words max!
• Sometimes omitted on actual poster

*Abstract submission deadline 
for the SCAS 2026 Annual Meeting: 

TBD = Feb/March, 2026 by midnight!



Abstract (instructions on SCAS website!)

https://scas.nhm.org/annual-meeting/abstract.html



Introduction 

• Should be concise

Methods

• Can be bulleted,     
but does not have to



Results 

• Present key results in a logical sequence.
i. Do NOT include your data interpretation!
ii. Highlight results that answer the question 

under investigation.
• Usually contains no citations.
• Summarize results in Tables and/or Figures.

i. Tables are also numbered sequentially
(e.g., Table 1, Table 2…).

ii. Also cited within parentheses in the text.



Discussion 

• Present your interpretation of results.
• Compare results with findings from previous 

studies.
• State your conclusions.
• Propose future investigations.



Acknowledgements and Literature Cited

• Can be smaller font

Prepare a draft of your poster and obtain input from 
colleagues, friends, or family before the meeting to help 
make a well organized, informative, and effective poster. 

Then print at a FedEx Office, Kinkos or equivalent.

Matte finish posters are more easily viewed than glossy surface.

(if space is an issue)













Too much text!

orientation  = portrait

Always check the 

requirements for 

the meeting you 

are attending! 

SCAS = landscape



88pt bold

66pt and 48pt bold

Title: 35pt bold
Text: 31pt





Any questions?
julianne.passarelli@lacity.org



A new species of Lepeophtheirus (Copepoda; Caligidae) infecting three kelpfish 

species (Clinidae) from southern California 

Julianne Kalman Passarelli1 and Danny Tang2

1Cabrillo Marine Aquarium and 2Orange County Sanitation District 

Results and Discussion
• The Lepeophtheirus specimens from Inner Cabrillo Beach, as 

well as those of Wilson (1935), are conspecific. They represent 
a new species, named Lepeophtheirus schaadti to honor      
Mike Schaadt, the Director of the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium.

• Prevalence and mean intensity, respectively:
-- Giant Kelpfish: 13.13% and 2.7. 
-- Striped Kelpfish: 0.04% and 2.0.

• The correct host of Wilson’s (1935) Lepeophtherius specimens 
was the Spotted Kelpfish (Gibbonsia elegans) as indicated on 
the vial label.

• Lepeophtheirus schaadti n. sp. represents the first account of 
an ectoparasitic species from the Striped Kelpfish and Spotted 
Kelpfish, as well as the fourth ectoparasitic species reported 
from the Giant Kelpfish.

• Lepeophtheirus schaadti n. sp. differs from its congeners by a 
combination of characters that include:

FEMALE CHARACTERS
-- Genital complex is more than half the length of the 

cephalothorax and bears posterolateral lobes (Fig. 1A).
-- Abdomen is composed of one somite and is less than             

one-quarter the length of the genital complex (Fig. 1A).
-- Maxillulary dentiform process bears a thin ridge on the inner 

tine and lacks a basal knob (Fig. 1B).
-- Maxilliped lacks a myxal process (Fig. 1C).
-- Sternal furca with apically rounded tines (Fig. 1D).
-- Spine on the first exopodal segment of leg 3 is inserted 

distally on the basal swelling (Fig. 1E).
-- Leg 4 exopod is 3-segmented (Fig. 2A).
-- Leg 5 with a broad inner lobe that does not extend beyond 

the posterior margin of the genital complex (Fig. 2B).

MALE CHARACTERS
-- Abdomen is about half the length of the genital complex   

(Fig. 2C).
-- Antennal endopod bears three accessory claws (Fig. 2D).
-- No myxal process on the maxilliped (Fig. 2E).
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Abstract
A new copepod species, Lepeophtheirus schaadti n. sp., is 
established based on female and male specimens removed from 
the body surface of the Giant Kelpfish, Heterostichus rostratus, 
and Striped Kelpfish, Gibbonsia metzi, captured at Inner Cabrillo 
Beach in southern California, USA. In addition, examination of 
copepod specimens previously identified by Wilson (1935) as     
L. parviventris from the Spotted Kelpfish, Gibbonsia elegans, in 
Newport Bay, California, revealed they are conspecific with       
L. schaadti n. sp. The new species differs from its congeners by 
a combination of characters that include: female with a genital 
complex that is more than half the length of the 
cephalothoracic shield and with posterolateral lobes, an 
abdomen that is composed of one somite and is less than one-
quarter the length of the genital complex, a maxillulary
dentiform process bearing a thin ridge on the inner tine and 
lacking a basal knob, no myxal process on the maxilliped, 
apically rounded tines on the sternal furca, the spine on the first 
exopodal segment of leg 3 inserted distally on the basal 
swelling, a 3-segmented leg 4 exopod, and a broad inner lobe of 
leg 5 that does not extend beyond the posterior margin of the 
genital complex; and male with three accessory claws on the 
antennal endopod and no myxal process on the maxilliped. 
Lepeophtheirus schaadti n. sp. is the fourth ectoparasitic 
species reported from the Giant Kelpfish as well as the first 
ectoparasitic species reported from the Striped Kelpfish and 
Spotted Kelpfish.  

Materials and Methods
• Copepod specimens were collected from the body surface of 86 

Giant Kelpfish and one Striped Kelpfish caught by beach seine at 
three stations along Inner Cabrillo Beach during the 2011–2014 
Inner Cabrillo Beach Survey.

• Wilson’s (1935) voucher specimens of L. parviventris deposited in 
the Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C., were examined.

Fig. 1. Lepeophtheirus schaadti n. sp., adult female. A) Habitus, dorsal;
B) Maxillule, ventral; C) Maxilliped, anterior; D) Sternal furca,
ventral; E) Leg 3 exopod, ventral. 

Introduction
• Seventeen species of Lepeophtheirus were previously reported 

from 16 fish families along the California coast.
• Giant Kelpfish (Heterostichus rostratus) and Striped Kelpfish 

(Gibbonsia metzi) (Clinidae) collected during Cabrillo Marine 
Aquarium’s Inner Cabrillo Beach Survey were infected with an 
unidentified species of Lepeophtheirus.

• The aims of this study were to (1) identify the Lepeophtheirus
specimens from Inner Cabrillo Beach, and (2) compare them 
with Lepeophtheirus parviventris Wilson, 1905 specimens 
collected by Wilson (1935) from the Giant Kelpfish in Newport 
Bay, California.

Fig. 2. Lepeophtheirus schaadti n. sp., adult female (A-B) and adult male
(C-E). A) Leg 4, anterior; B) Leg 5 (P5), ventral; C) Habitus,
dorsal; D) Antenna, anterolateral; E) Maxilliped, anterior. 
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